Jenuary 16, 1951.
Dear Kim~

Your plan for o theoreticsl paper in Am. Not. sounds very sensible
and I look forward 4o reading it. I hope that I'um not being too obstinate,
howsver, in suggesting that the discussion on pe 11 (7)of your PNAS paper,
ocongerning the problems of prototrophs under mutation pressure is too one-
sided, and would better be transposed to the fuller asccount in your pros-
pective paper.Don't you think that the same qualifications ap:ly %o the
104 aquilidbrium calfculated probability of a prototroph as those sumarized
in your letter's first paragraph? .

As to the currents in BW, I think that actually it would not be too
bad, from ewsryone's point of view, if you could arrange an assignuent
to one of the Service Biologlcal Laboratories. Krueger talked as if he would
be abls to pull a wanted registrant into his outfit, and I assume that
the Dfetrick crowd could do the same. Both labe spend a very large part
of their time on bacterial population problems (e.g. Werner Braun's stuff)
albeit on pethogens, and I am sure that they could use a2t least one intel-
ligent recruite. Krueger left me the impression that the only way to meke an
assignment under circumstances like your own would be under orders, i.e.,
that this would not be a way torretain civilien status. Whether the Army
would bes willing to relescee a licensed physician to duty wigh lower priority
than giving physicals t0 recruits is hard tossay, but it wouldn't hurt to
try it if your orders are as irminent as you have indicated. There is always
a ceritain smount of fuss in getting secuktty clearance, sotkhe longer the
tims margin the better. If you are hard-pressed, I would certainly recomiend
that you write to Braun, and lay your cards on the table. They certainly
can't fail to be impressed with this recent stuff of yours, so a brief
account of 1t might be inocorder. I've been assuming that you knew Braun
directly. If thie is not so, would you want me to write him a brief note
t00? 14 happens that he is the review officer on a research contract we have
with them, which provides a formal channel, along which 1t would not be at
all inappropriate to mention personnel poseibilities. Werner himself has, of
course, little or no military status but I think affords the best channel
of cormunication with the military organization of BY.

I think you're right about lethals in coli, and the reduplication
certainly is there as many nuelei. But I should pigk mors up at low sur-
vival levels unless th- same events which lead to lethal mutakions
also result in the cytoplauemic or other superimposed effecte.

Sincersly,

Joshua lederberg



